CT News Junkie | Hundreds Turn Out For Public Hearing On Budget Cuts

Everyday Repubfican
Hudget Battle 2010

Orient Lodge
Open Govemment Directive
How Closely are You Foliowing the
News?

Everyday Repubiican
Dem Slate Senator Handley to Quit
Senate

CTWatchdog
BlueHippo Dead: Tronix And 2
Others Ready To Take § From The
Poor

Wallingford Politico
Final Date for SvltivanOneCaOne
Bleg
Theughls on ?State funding for
Watlingford zaning ptan may be in
eopardy?

Oniy In Bridgeport
A Ferry Good Debale, Plus: Himes,
Finch Announce Bridge Bucks

My Leftnutmeg
Nazi wannabes disnipt Hanukkah
cerernony with fiags, cbscanities

Bristol Today
Johnsen: Briste! Bleg has lots of
readers
Hillionaire-baker always another
optien

CT Bob
I's All Our Fault
Anew word

CT Local Politics
Between a Rock and & Hard Piace

CTWatchdog
Blumenthal: He Ain?t Moses, Banks
Won?t Be Rolling Back Rates
Hartford Undercurrents
Hartford Transgender Woman
Reports Threals on Her Life
My Leftnutmeg
*UPDATE* WH te Reid : Cut a deal
with he Independent from CT (Dec
14)
Only In Bridgeport
Beliinger New BOE President
The Laurel
Go Tina
CT Local Politlcs
Boughlon: Siate is Broke

Hartford Undercurrents
RadioActive: Windham Harm
Reduclion Coalition

Valley Independent Sentine!
Shelion Scheol Budgst Proposal

ohs =

Hundreds Turn Out For Public Hearing On

Budget Cuts

by Christine Stuart | Dec 9, 2009 3:53pm
{3) Comments | Log in to Pest a Comment

Local elected officials, health care
advocates, and hundreds of individuals
and arganizations gathered
Wednesday aftemnoon atthe
Legislative Qffice Building to address
Republican Gov, M. Jodi Reli's
proposed budget cuts,

The number of individuals
prepared to testify totaled more
than 350 and the legislature’s
Appropriations Committee was
split in half so they could hear all
the public testimony.

Carroll Hughes, a long-time CHRISTINE STUART PHOTO
lobbyist, said he was stunned al | Appropiations Committes

the diversity when he locked at the fist of people signed up to testify.

“I's an expression of people's genuine interest in the whote process,” Hughes sald.
“It locks more like a session day in March than Dec, 9"

Each individual was given three minutes to testify, which means lawmakers may
be working late into the evening.

Stephen Frayne, senior vice president of health pelicy for the Connecticut Hospital
Association, said when he testified lawmakers wanted him to quantify exactly what
the 5 parcent Medicaid reductions in the budget meant for the economy.

What he was able to tell them is that the governor has proposed cutling about $80
million from hospitals and other Medicald services. That $80 million helps hospitals
generate about $200 million in econamic activity, He said he doesn’t know exactly
how many jobs will be lost as a result of the proposed cuts, but premised to get
back to them with a number since job losses would be inevitable.

What he was able to tell lawmakers was that in 2008 Connecticut hospitals lost
more than $300 million due fo under-reimbursement for Medicaid patients. In
addition since the start of the recession about 76,000 Connecticut residents have
lost jobs and employer-paid health insurance coverage, and the Medicaid
population has increased by 75,000. That means that close to 14 percent of the
state’s population is currently on Medicaid.

Lawmakers were also concerned with some of the reductions in medical services
for low-income Connecticut residents. In addition to Medicaid cuis Rell has
proposed eliminating non-emergency dental services for adults on Medicaid,
increasing co-paymaents for the Husky insurance pregram, and freezing enrollment
in the Charter Cak Health Plan for uninsured adults,

When lawmakers asked Rell's Budget Secrelary Rebert Genuario about the cuts,
he said freezing enrollment to the Charter Oak Health Plan is not something the
governor relishes, “The Charter Oak Health Plan is near and dear fo the governor's
heart,” Genuario said.

But he said she’s more concerned about the $337 million deficit, which will balloon
to an estimated $3 billion in 2012,

Terry Edelstein, president and CEQ of the Community Providers Association, said
the proposed culs would "decimate the private provider system.” She said all these
medical services provided by a number of state agencles are all interconnected,

“Our system is already stretched dangerously thin with three years of flat funding
coupled with decades of underfunding and increasing operating cuts,” Edelstein
told lawmakers.
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Alcoholism, said if thase cuts were allowed to go into effect he would have to cut { J
24 full-ime positions and close two of the eight programs his erganization runs. As

Unveiled Tonight

New Haven Independent

Majority Backs Goldfield I N . .
“Spea, | Wil Listen® a result the clients he’s no longer able to serve will end up in an emergency reom
' or jail where the state will be paying twice as much for their care, he said.

The Laurel

Nirvana for Jae . Aside from cuts to medical services, mental health treatment, and programs for the
Valtey Independent Sentinel elderly and children, lawmakers expressed concern about the proposed $84 miliion

Echo Hose Delivers to Valley Toys cut in municipal aid.

For Tels

“Governor Rell does not relish the propesal to reduce municipal aid,” Genuario told
E 4 lawmakers Wednesday morning. However, given where the state budget it “we
Subseribe to GT News Junkie's feed . can't exemptany area,” he said.

‘To suggest municipalities are not part of the problem is to ignore the math,”
Genuario said, in fact, municipal revenue derived mostly from property taxes s i
more stable then state revenues, he opined.

The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, the largest lobby for cities and
towns, testified that municipalities are caught between a rock and a hard place.
They sald further cuts “would not make the state budget problem go away - it
would just shift it from the state to towns and cilies and the property tax.”

A mid-year cut to the city of New Haven would probably mean a cut of $8.4 million,
or about 42 percent of what's leff in New Haven's budgat.

The group of municipal leaders and lawmakers met again Wednesday to see if
they couldn’t reach a consensus regarding which unfunded state mandates they
would like to see postponed or eliminated.

Genuario sald if the group was unable to come to a consensus Rell would make
her own suggestions.
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posted by: meridenite | December 9, 2009 6:28pm

This is part of the problem. 350 lined up to speak all with their hands
out for more, more and maore fram the budget.

posted hy: City Hall Watch | December 10, 2009 12:55pm

Did anybody have a suggestion as to what should be cut if their
program is spared?

posted by: Christine Stuart | Decemher 10, 2009 1:21pm

One persen supported the cuts but | missed their testimony and Jamey
Bell of CT Voices suggested they look at some of the tax
creditsfexpendilures to see if they can’t save money that way.
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