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DCF LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS
1. Use of Criminal History Record Information for Emergency Placement of Children - to provide DCF with access to the federal Interstate Identification Index in circumstances involving the emergency placement of children.  DCF has been granted temporary access to the Interstate Identification Index (III or Triple I), which is a system for the interstate exchange of criminal history record information, but must enact a statute to satisfy FBI requirements.  

2. Access to Records Concerning Children and Families - to revise and update laws related to the confidentiality of and access to records concerning the Department of Children and Families.  

3. Voluntary Service Program Information Sharing - to permit greater sharing of information between the Department of Children and Families and the Department of Developmental Services regarding referrals for the voluntary services program.  

4. Foster Parents as Mandated Reporters - to add licensed foster and adoptive parents to the list of individuals and professional mandated to report child abuse and neglect.

5. DCF Role and Responsibility in Safe Havens Cases - to clarify DCF’s role and responsibility in Safe Havens cases. 

6. Subsidized Guardianships - to allow transfers of subsidized guardianships in circumstances of death, or severe disability or illness.
7. Effectiveness of EMPS Programs - to extend the provisions of Public Act 08-21 to licensed clinic social workers, advanced practice registered nurses and licensed professional counselors who are members of emergency mobile psychiatric service teams under contract to the Department of Children and Families.

8. Eliminating Reports and Certain Advisory Committees Related to the Department of Children and Families - to repeal several obsolete reporting requirements and advisory boards and commissions.  These modifications were recommended by the Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee in last year’s report concerning DCF Monitoring and Evaluation

9. School Re-entry, Transfer of Educational Credit and the Readmission of Students - to address the intermittent but persistent problem that occurs when a behaviorally challenging student commits an expellable offense but is also arrested(or otherwise removed from school) and subsequently put in a residential placement (depending on the age and the outcome in court this could be MYI, CJTS, or a treatment facility)  When the student returns home (after a year or more), some districts seek to expel the student for the offense that was committed in the past.  This act simply seeks to ensure that districts recognize that a student who is either in treatment or otherwise out of district for a significant period of time due to the event that would have led to expulsion has met the intent of what would have been accomplished by expelling the student.

10. Composition of the Youth Suicide Advisory Board - to make changes to the membership of duties of the Youth Suicide Advisory Board.  The composition of this Board has not had a substantive change since its establishment in 1989.  This proposal was requested by the Youth Suicide Advisory Board.
11. Implementation of the Federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 - This is a placeholder for a proposal to comply with the provisions of the federal Implementation of the Federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008.  This act was signed into law by President Bush on October 7, 2008 and DCF is still researching the potential implications for Connecticut.
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