Connecticut State Use Statutes

Sec. 17b-656. (Formerly Sec. 17-666). Preference to be given to products and services rendered
by persons with disabilities. Information concerning products and services to be supplied by
bureau. Whenever any products made or manufactured by or services provided by persons with
disabilities through community rehabilitation programs described in subsection (b) of section 17b-
655 or in any workshop established, operated or funded by nonprofit and nonsectarian organizations
for the purpose of providing persons with disabilities training and employment suited to their abilities
meet the requirements of any department, institution or agency supported in whole or in part by the
state as to quantity, quality and price such products shall have preference over products or services
from other providers, except (1) articles produced or manufactured by blind persons under the
direction or supervision of the Board of Education and Services for the Blind as provided in section
10-298a, (2) articles produced or manufactured by Department of Correction industries as provided in
section 18-88 and (3) emergency purchases made under section 4-98. All departments, institutions
and agencies supported in whole or in part by the state shall purchase such articles made or
manufactured and services provided by persons with disabilities from the Bureau of Rehabilitation
Services of the Department of Social Services. Any political subdivision of the state may purchase
such articles and services through the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services of the Department of Social
Services. A list describing styles, designs, sizes and varieties of all such articles made by persons
with disabilities and describing all available services provided by such persons shall be prepared by
the Connecticut Association of Rehabilitation Facilities. The Bureau of Rehabilitation Services of the
Department of Social Services shall cooperate with the State Board of Education and Services for the
Blind by submitting necessary information concerning such products and services to the Board of
Education and Services for the Blind at frequent intervals.

(P.A. 77-405, S. 2, 5; P.A. 89-354, S. 9, 21; P.A. 90-325, S. 12, 32; P.A. 93-262, S. 1, 87; P.A. 95-
355,S.5)

History: P.A. 89-354 changed responsibilities of vocational rehabilitation services from state board of
education to department of human resources and changed "handicapped individual” to "person with a
disability", effective July 1, 1990; P.A. 90-325 changed the effective date of P.A. 89-354 from July 1,
1990, to sixty days after the determination by the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation
Services of the United States Department of Education that (1) the department of human resources
meets all applicable federal statutory and regulatory requirements to be designated as the sole state
agency to administer the state plan for vocational rehabilitation services and (2) the proposed bureau
of rehabilitation services within the department of human resources meets all applicable federal
statutory and regulatory requirements as a vocational rehabilitation organizational unit, i.e. July 1,
1991; Sec. 10-103a transferred to Sec. 17-666 in 1993 and internal reference to Sec. 10-103 revised
to reflect its transfer; P.A. 93-262 authorized substitution of commissioner and department of social
services for commissioner and department of human resources, effective July 1, 1993; Sec. 17-666
transferred to Sec. 17b- 656 in 1995; P.A. 95-355 changed the reference of "rehabilitation facilities"
to "community rehabilitation programs".

See Sec. 10-298b re preference given to products and services provided by blind persons.

See Sec. 10-298c re Administrative Services Commissioner's power to regulate purchase of products
and services of blind or handicapped persons.

See Sec. 17b-650 for definitions applicable to vocational rehabilitation
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Cross-references

Sec. 10-298a. Workshops for the blind. The Board of Education and Services for the Blind is
authorized (1) to maintain and develop workshops for training and employing blind persons in trades
and occupations suited to their abilities, for the purpose of producing suitable products and services
used by departments, agencies and institutions of the state and its political subdivisions, including,
but not limited to towns, cities, boroughs and school districts; (2) to aid blind persons in securing
employment, in developing home industries and in marketing their products and services; and (3) to
develop and implement rules and guidelines to guarantee that the dignity and rights of citizens
involved in such workshops and work training programs shall be maintained.

(P.A. 75-231,S. 2, 6.

Sec. 10-298b. Preference to be given to products and services. Whenever any of the products
made or manufactured or services provided by blind persons under the direction or supervision of the
Board of Education and Services for the Blind meet the requirements of any department, institution
or agency supported in whole or in part by the state as to quantity, quality and price such products
shall have preference, except over articles produced or manufactured by Department of Correction
industries as provided in section 18-88, and except for emergency purchases made under section 4-
98. All departments, institutions and agencies supported in whole or in part by the state shall
purchase such articles and services from the Board of Education and Services for the Blind. Any
political subdivision of the state may purchase such articles made or manufactured and services
provided by the blind through the Board of Education and Services for the Blind. Said board shall
issue at sufficiently frequent intervals for distribution to the Commissioner of Administrative
Services, the Comptroller and the political subdivisions of the state, a catalog showing styles,
designs, sizes and varieties of all products made by blind persons pursuant to this section or
handicapped persons pursuant to section 17b-656 and describing all available services provided by
the blind or handicapped.

(P.A. 75-231, S. 3, 6; P.A. 77-405, S. 3, 5; 77-614, S. 135, 610.)

History: P.A. 77-405 included products made by handicapped persons and services provided by them;
P.A. 77-614 substituted commissioner of administrative services for director of purchases.

Sec. 10-298c. Commissioner of Administrative Services to regulate purchase of products and
services of blind or handicapped persons. The Commissioner of Administrative Services shall (1)
fix a fair market price, based on the cost of materials, labor and overhead, for all articles and services
offered for sale and described in the most recent catalog issued by the Board of Education and
Services for the Blind pursuant to section 10-298b, provided that the cost of labor on which such fair
market price is based shall conform to federal minimum wage regulations for handicapped workers;
(2) determine whether or not products produced or services provided by blind persons or handicapped
persons meet the reasonable requirements of state departments, agencies and institutions; and (3)
authorize state departments, agencies and institutions to purchase articles and services elsewhere
when requisitions cannot be complied with through the products and services listed in the most
current catalog issued by the Board of Education and Services for the Blind pursuant to section 10-
298b.

(P.A. 75-231, S. 4, 6; P.A. 77-405, S. 4, 5; 77-614, S. 120, 610.)

History: P.A. 77-405 included reference to handicapped in committee name and included as members
a representative of the Connecticut association of rehabilitation facilities and a handicapped person;
P.A. 77-614 abolished committee and transferred its duties to the commissioner of administrative
services.

See Sec. 17b-656 re preference given to products and services provided by handicapped persons.
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Sec. 10-298d. Violations. Any responsible officer, commissioner or deputy of any department,
institution or agency which violates the provisions of section 10-298b or 10-298c shall be
immediately reported to the Governor who shall take whatever action, if any, the Governor deems
necessary.

(P.A. 75-231, S. 5, 6; P.A. 78-218, S. 203.)
History: P.A. 78-218 substituted "the governor" for the personal pronoun "he".
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Vocational Rehabilitation Definitions

Sec. 17b-650. (Formerly Sec. 17-660). Vocational rehabilitation; definitions. As used in sections
17b-650 to 17b-665, inclusive, and sections 10-298b and 10-298c:

(a) "Person with a disability” means any individual with a disability, excluding blindness, as such
term is applied to Title I of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC 701 et seq., as amended from
time to time;

(b) "Vocational rehabilitation service™ means any goods and services necessary to render a person
with a disability employable, in accordance with Title | of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC
701 et seq., as amended from time to time;

(c) "Community rehabilitation program" means a program that provides directly for or facilitates the
provision of vocational rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities, as defined in the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC 701 et seq., as amended from time to time;

(d) "Products are made or manufactured by or services are provided by persons with disabilities™ if
not less than seventy-five per cent of the hours of direct labor required for such products or services
are performed by persons with disabilities.

(1949 Rev., S. 1409; 1957, P.A. 557, S. 1; 1967, P.A. 337, S. 1; 1969, P.A. 449, S. 1; P.A. 77-405, S.
1,5;P.A.79-344,S.1; P.A. 89-354, S. 4, 21; P.A. 90-325, S. 12, 32; P.A. 95-355, S. 1.)

History: 1967 act substituted "gainful” for "remunerative™ occupation in Subdivs. (a) and (c) and
redefined "individual who is under a physical or mental disability" to include persons suffering from
behavioral disorders; 1969 act redefined "vocational rehabilitation service" to include services to
families of handicapped persons, substituted definition of "rehabilitation facility™ for definition of
"work shop" in Subdiv. (d) and added Subdivs. (e) and (f) defining "disadvantaged individual™ and
"evaluation and work adjustment services"; P.A. 77-405 added Subdiv. (g) defining products "made
or manufactured by or services provided by handicapped persons™; P.A. 79-344 redefined terms in
Subdivs. (a) to (d), deleted definitions of "disadvantaged individual and "evaluation and work
adjustment services"”, added definition of "substantial handicap to employment” as Subdiv. (e) and
relettered former Subdiv. (g) as Subdiv. (f); P.A. 89-354 changed "handicapped individual™ to
"person with a disability”, effective July 1, 1990; P.A. 90-325 changed the effective date of P.A. 89-
354 from July 1, 1990, to sixty days after the determination by the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitation Services of the United States Department of Education that (1) the department of
human resources meets all applicable federal statutory and regulatory requirements to be designated
as the sole state agency to administer the state plan for vocational rehabilitation services and (2) the
proposed bureau of rehabilitation services within the department of human resources meets all
applicable federal statutory and regulatory requirements as a vocational rehabilitation organizational
unit, i.e. July 1, 1991; Sec. 10- 100 transferred to Sec. 17-660 in 1993 and reference to Secs. 10-100
to 10-108 revised to reflect their transfer; Sec. 17- 660 transferred to Sec. 17b-650 in 1995; P.A. 95-
355 amended the definitions of "person with a disability" and "vocational rehabilitation service" and
added a definition of "community rehabilitation program™ as used in Title I of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, 29 USC 701 et seq., as amended from time to time and deleted the definitions of an
"individual who has a physical or mental disability"” and "substantial handicap to employment".

See note to Sec. 17b-651.

Cited. 44 CA 143.

Sec. 18-88. (Formerly Sec. 18-14). Industrial activities.

Sec. 18-88. (Formerly Sec. 18-14). Industrial activities. State agencies required to purchase
necessary products from institution industries. Retail hobby stores. (a) The commissioner shall
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use the industrial fund for the institutions of the department as a revolving fund for the maintenance
and continuance of such productive industries as the commissioner directs and for the purchase of
supplies, stock, tools, machinery and other equipment to promote in any way the industrial activities,
including agricultural activities, of the institutions. The proceeds from all sales resulting from such
activities shall be paid to the Treasurer and credited to said fund.

(b) The commissioner shall approve the establishment and maintenance of any and all such industrial
activities, including, but not limited to, an optical shop to produce prescription eyeglasses for inmates
of correctional institutions, for persons under state care in other institutions and for other persons
receiving or eligible to receive benefits under Title XIX of the federal Social Security Act, as
amended, provided such optical shop is under the direct supervision of an optician licensed under
chapter 381, and provided further such eyeglasses are prescribed by an optometrist licensed under
chapter 380, and are fitted by such licensed optometrist or by an optician licensed under chapter 381,
after considering and determining the extent, if any, to which each industry may compete with private
industry and, as far as possible, shall encourage a diversified program. If said optical shop is unable
to fill the prescription for such eyeglasses for any reason, within the two-week period from its receipt
of such prescription, said shop shall notify the person who prescribed such eyeglasses within ten days
after receipt of such prescription.

(c) The commissioner may, by regulation, provide, for any injury suffered by any inmate arising out
of and in the course of his employment in such industries, a compensation award not covered under
section 4-165b. Such payments shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and fifty cents per week and
shall be payable solely from profits from such industries.

(d) The commissioner may appoint, in accordance with chapter 67, a superintendent of institution
industries and such assistants and employees as he deems necessary to (1) manage the industries, (2)
market and deliver the products and (3) investigate complaints. The compensation of such appointees
shall be paid from the industrial fund.

(e) The commissioner shall cause such articles, materials and products as are used by state agencies
and political subdivisions to be produced by the labor of prisoners and sold at prices comparable with
the lowest market prices for such articles and materials sold or offered for sale outside the
institutions.

(F) Any political subdivision of the state or federal government or any private nonprofit entity,
including one which receives all or part of its revenues from any political subdivision of the state or
federal government, may purchase any articles, materials or products required by it which are
produced or manufactured by the institution industries, and any person may purchase products and
by-products of farming operations in accordance with section 53-329. The commissioner may
promulgate and circulate at sufficiently frequent intervals for distribution to the Commissioner of
Administrative Services, the Comptroller and such political subdivisions a catalog showing styles,
designs, sizes and varieties of all articles, materials and products manufactured and produced at the
institutions and periodical price lists for all such articles.

(9) Each state department, agency, commission or board shall purchase its necessary products and
services from the institution industries if such products and services are produced or manufactured
and made available by such industries, provided such products and services are of comparable price
and quality and in sufficient quantity as may be available for sale or offered for sale outside the
institutions.

(h) The commissioner shall file an annual report of the industrial operations with the Governor and a
balance sheet and statement of operations with the Comptroller at such times as he requests. The
commissioner shall determine at the end of each fiscal year the amount of cash working capital
necessary to be retained in the industrial fund and the excess of the amount so determined shall be
transferred to the General Fund.

(i) The Commissioner of Correction may establish retail hobby stores for the purpose of the sale to
the public, but not for resale, of articles made by inmates of any of the institutions of the department.
The proceeds of such sales, less a charge to defray the cost of the sales as determined by the
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commissioner, shall be deposited in the inmate's institutional account. Such hobby products shall be
subject to approval by the Commissioner of Correction.

(1) Any person who sells or offers for sale on the open market, to any person other than as specified in
this section, any articles, materials or products manufactured or produced by institution inmates, shall
be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars or be imprisoned not
more than six months, or be both fined and imprisoned.

(k) The Commissioner of Correction may establish, within the industrial fund, commissaries to be
operated for the purpose of sale to inmates of items authorized by the commissioner. The cost of the
commissary operation shall be charged to the fund and the proceeds of such sales shall be deposited
in the fund. The commissioner is authorized to transfer a portion of the profits from the operation of
the commissaries to the Correctional General Welfare Fund established under section 4-57a.

(1949 Rev., S. 3017; 1957, P.A. 657, S. 1—11, 14; 1961, P.A. 45, S. 1; 1963, P.A. 28, S. 3; 1967,
P.A. 152, S. 33; 1969; P.A. 470; P.A. 77-614, S. 274, 610; P.A. 78-293, S. 1, 2, 6; P.A. 79-151; P.A.
84-236, S. 2; P.A. 88-1, S. 5, 13; 88- 116, S. 10; P.A. 90-74; P.A. 91-406, S. 6, 29; P.A. 98-263, S.
16, 21; P.A. 01-106, S. 1, 6.)

History: 1961 act deleted provision in Subsec. (a) that members be appointed in odd-numbered years
for two-year terms and provided for staggered terms of five years each; 1963 act deleted stipulation
in Subsec. (b) that industrial fund be used for State Prison and State Prison farm and substituted
Osborn Division for State Prison farm in same subsection; 1967 act substituted "The Correction" for
"State Prison" in name of Commission (Subsec. (a)), "institution” for "prison,” "State Prison" and
"Osborn division"” (Subsecs. (b), (d), (f), (g) and (h)), "commissioner of correction™ for "directors"
(Subsecs. (a), (d), (g) and (i), "commissioner"” for "warden of the State Prison™ (Subsec. (f)), and
"Institution inmates” for "prisoners™ to conform with new terminology of title 18, further deleted
obsolete provision re staggered terms of appointment and substituted provision authorizing governor
to appoint member annually for five-year term to replace member whose term expires (Subsec. (a)),
added provisions for use of industrial fund for "institutions of the department™ (Subsec. (b)), deleted
provisions for incentive wages for meritorious service and the grading of inmates according to skill
and work habits (Subsec. (d)) and provision that section "shall not apply to State Prison for Women™
(Subsec. (d)(1)); Sec. 18-14 transferred to Sec. 18-88 in 1968; 1969 act inserted new Subsec. (j) re
retail hobby stores and redesignated former Subsec. (j) as Subsec. (k); P.A. 77-614 deleted Subsec.
(a) which had described organization of Correction Industries Advisory Commission, redesignating
remaining Subsecs. accordingly, transferred duties of commission to commissioner of correction and
replaced commissioner of finance and control with secretary of the office of policy and management,
effective January 1, 1979; P.A. 78-293 added provisions re production of eyeglasses in optical shop
in Subsecs. (b) and (c); P.A. 79-151 authorized federal government and private nonprofit entities to
purchase products in Subsec. (f) and required state agencies to purchase products and services from
institution industries as specified in Subsec. (g); P.A. 84-236 amended Subsec. (a) to allow use of
funds for agricultural activities; P.A. 88-1 amended Subsec. (h) to eliminate involvement of secretary
of the office of policy and management in determination of amount of cash working capital to be
retained in fund; P.A. 88-116 substituted "commissioner of administrative services" for "director of
purchasing" in Subsec. (f); P.A. 90-74 amended Subsec. (f) by permitting any person to purchase
products and by-products of farming operations in accordance with Sec. 53-329; P.A. 91-406
corrected an internal reference in Subsec. (c), substituting Sec. 4-165b for Sec. 18-95; P.A. 98-263
added Subsec. (k) re establishment and operation of commissaries, effective July 1, 1998; P.A. 01-
106 amended Subsec. (g) to eliminate provision prohibiting Comptroller's approval of certain
purchases that are not from institution industries, effective July 1, 2001.

See Sec. 53-329 re deposit of proceeds from sale of prison labor products in industrial fund.

Former statute cited. 130 C. 111.
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Sec. 4-98. Appropriations encumbered by purchase order; current and
capital expenditures.

Sec. 4-98. Appropriations encumbered by purchase order; current and capital expenditures.
Delegation to agency. (a) Except for such emergency purchases as are made by a budgeted agency
under regulations adopted by the Commissioner of Administrative Services, no budgeted agency or
any agent thereof shall incur any obligation, by order, contract or otherwise, except by the issue of a
purchase order and any other documentation necessary to process the transaction transmitted by the
budgeted agency or its agents to the commissioner and the Comptroller, provided the amount to be
charged against the appropriation for a budgeted agency in any year for a purchase order for a current
expenditure shall be the amount anticipated to be spent in such year. The amount to be charged
against the appropriation for any budgeted agency in any year for a capital expenditure, including an
installment purchase, shall be the state's total cost for such capital expenditure unless otherwise
authorized by the General Assembly or approved by the Finance Advisory Committee. Upon the
receipt of any such purchase order and any other documentation necessary to process the transaction,
the Comptroller shall immediately charge the same to the specific appropriation of the budgeted
agency issuing the same and certify on the face of the purchase order that the purchase is approved
and recorded, if the proposed purchase is within the applicable specific appropriation and the
budgeted agency has unencumbered funds sufficient to defray such expenditure. The Comptroller
shall promptly transmit such certified purchase order to the vendor named in the purchase order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, the Comptroller may delegate to
any budgeted agency the certification and transmission requirements of purchase orders using
authorized electronic methods, provided such agency transmits the information contained in such
purchase orders to the Comptroller. Upon receipt of any such electronic transmission, the
Comptroller shall immediately charge the same to the specific appropriation of the budgeted agency
issuing the same and shall electronically certify that the purchase is approved and recorded, if the
proposed purchase is within the applicable specific appropriation and the budgeted agency has
unencumbered funds sufficient to defray such expenditure. Upon receipt of the Comptroller's
certification, the budgeted agency shall transmit the purchase order to the vendor named in the
purchase order.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section, the Comptroller may allow
budgeted agencies to use purchasing cards for purchases of ten thousand dollars or less. No budgeted
agency, or any official, employee or agent of a budgeted agency, shall incur any obligation using
such a card, except in accordance with procedures established by the Comptroller.

(1949 Rev., S. 269; March, 1950, S. 93d; P.A. 74-238; P.A. 77-614, S. 87, 610; P.A. 80-286; P.A.
03-285, S. 3; P.A. 96-156, S. 4; P.A. 98-16, S. 1, 2; P.A. 99-1, S. 1, 2; P.A. 00-25, S. 2; P.A. 01-26,
S.2)

History: P.A. 74-238 made specific provisions for charging purchase orders against appropriations;
P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner of finance and control and director of purchases with
commissioner of administrative services; P.A. 80-286 replaced reference to "full obligation™ with
words "total cost" with regard to capital expenditures and included approval by finance advisory
committee as part of exception to capital expenditures provision; P.A. 93-285 designated existing
provisions Subsec. (a) and added new Subsec. (b) regarding comptroller's delegation of powers to
agencies and regulatory authority; P.A. 96-156 added Subsec. (c) permitting Comptroller to allow
budgeted agencies to use purchasing cards for specified purchases; P.A. 98-16 amended Subsec. (a)
by deleting provision that voided nonemergency purchase orders not stamped with Comptroller's
certificate, amended Subsec. (b) by substituting "agency copy of the" for "original”, inserted new
Subsec. (c) re delegation of certification and transmission of purchase orders using electronic
methods and redesignated former Subsec. (c) as Subsec. (d), effective July 1, 1998; P.A. 99-1
amended Subsec. (d) by increasing maximum purchases when using a purchasing card from one
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thousand dollars to ten thousand dollars, effective July 1, 1999; P.A. 00-25 amended Subsec. (a) by
substituting "any other documentation necessary to process the transaction” for "commitment™ and
making related changes for consistency, deleted former Subsec. (b) re delegation to budgeted
agencies of certification and transmission requirements of this section, relettered former Subsec. (c)
as Subsec. (b), amending Subsec. (b) by inserting "requirements” and "authorized", substituting
"purchase orders™ for "order and commitment" and adding provisions re Comptroller's duties upon
receipt of an electronic transmission and agency's duties upon receipt of Comptroller's certification,
and relettered former Subsec. (d) as Subsec. (c); P.A. 01-26 made technical changes.

Cited. 200 C. 386, 395.
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